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not wish to save him. They had used him against Hastings
as far as they could. He was of no further use except as.
a sacrifice, and they rejoiced at his death on the gallows.
Yet another observation occurs upon Francis's conduct
in this matter. Francis was bitterly disappointed at not
being put on the Committee of Managers of the Im-
peachment of Hastings. The subject was hotly debated
in Parliament, and Francis complained bitterly of his,
exclusion. His feelings towards Hastings, he said, were
not of the nature of malice, though their intercourse had
ended in a duel in which Francis was wounded. "With-
regard to Impey Francis admitted that the state of his.
feelings was different. He had not only said in the
debate on Pitt's India Bill that he would never give a
judicial vote in any cause in which Impey might be a
party unless he could safely give it for him, but in the
speech under consideration after referring to that de-
claration he added that he had " repeatedly declared to-
" his friends, and particularly to Sir Gilbert Elliot, that
"he would take no part in the prosecution of Sir Elijah
" Impey/' that " he would not be implicated in any shape
" in the impeachment of that gentleman." This proves
that Francis, who regarded bitter animosity, sustained
over many years and ending in a duel, as a qualification
for acting as the accuser of Hastings, looked upon his
hatred against Impey as so deadly and so personal that
he could not trust himself to take any part in any
accusation against him. A fact existed in which this
burning hatred might well originate in the heart of one
of the most vindictive of men. 2 There was in Calcutta

1  Parl. Hist. xxv. 1225.

2  This story is told at full length in Mr. Busteed's Echoes of Old Cal-
cutta, in which may also be seen the pith of Grand's account of his own
life (pp. 198-300).